
 
 
 

 
 
Apr il 2009                 Issue No. 32   
 
First Sergeant's Desk 
 
I r ish & c., 
 
St. Patr ick's Day is behind us and it's time to 
welcome the new season.  Let's get the bastible 
on the fire and get that barmbrack a-cooking!  
Our first big event of the season, Mar iposa, is 
r ight around the corner  so I  trust your  
knapsacks are packed and your  traps are in 
good order .  I t's been a long, hard winter  and the 
sunshine has come at last.  No doubt our  
marching orders will come sooner than we 
expect!   
 
Thanks to those of you who attended Ft. Point.  
I t was a nice little event despite some minor  
bumps along the way, and everyone seemed to 
enjoy themselves.  I  will look forward to the next 
such event, if indeed we are ever  allowed back!  I  
am par ticular ly grateful to the guys for  being 
flexible and just fitting in with the all the 
different scenar ios that were going on.  You guys 
really did yourselves and the unit proud. 
 
And many thanks to the color  guard who 
marched in the St. Patr ick's Day parade in 
Dublin.  Even though it was the usual quick and 
easy affair , I  must say the boys marched 
splendidly and the music played beautifully.  I t's 
always a good show.  Those who stayed for  
victuals and libations had a rousing good time, 
and retired in good spir its.   
 
The par ty at the Drakes' was another  lovely 
affair , and we are again indebted to them for  
their  generous hospitality and good company.  
I 'm happy that we have among us people hear ty  

 
 
 
 
enough to enjoy all the festivities from morning 
to night.  I t makes for  a very long day, but a very 
enjoyable and worthwhile day as well. 
 
Now we look forward to the new campaign 
season, opening with the Mar iposa event on the 
weekend of Apr il 26-27.  This is a beautiful site, 
just rolling pastures with a few trees on the 
per imeter , the spitting image of a number of 
eastern Civil War sites.  I f you have not been 
able to join us there, please consider  making the 
tr ip.  I t will be lots of fun.  We will be camped in 
the same place we were two years ago, which is a 
bit flatter , but also a bit far ther  from the 
“ battlefield.”   I  use the quotes because 
practically everything that isn't the camps is 
really the battlefield.  That's how much open 
space there is.  There is an event wide scenar io 
planned as follows: 
 
The Army of the Potomac, having just come out 
of winter  camp, is on the march.  Mar iposa 
Spr ings is on the route of march and is the only 
reliable water  source on that march.  Water  is 
needed not only for  the men, but for  the draft 
animals and cattle herds accompanying them.  
The Union Br igade is ordered to take and keep 
this source available for the following army.  The 
Southern generals realize this and are 
determined to keep this from happening.  The 
soldiers, of course, don't really concern 
themselves with (or  even know about) the overall 
strategic or  logistical goals.  They know that 
they're thirsty and they' ll need that water .  Of 
course, the civilians following the armies need 
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water  too.  So, a little pond in the middle of 
nowhere br iefly becomes a vital strategic asset. 
 
Your  NCOs will be calling and emailing you 
soon so please respond promptly and 
affirmatively!  I  would very much like to see a 
good showing for  this event.  I t is such a nice big 
space and it would be nice to have some real 
numbers out there so we can really do some good 
dr ill and just enjoy the camp life that much 
more.  Our new br igade commander, Col. 
Fiffick, has some good ideas and I  think this year  
will run smoothly under  his command.  That 
said, the show cannot go on without you, so come 
on out and support the club and your  pards and 
show the public what kind of an organization we 
are.  More event info and directions are available 
on the club website (ncwa.org) and the event 
website (thecivilwardays.com). 
 
Just to keep you informed of some 
administrative stuff, we are scheduled to have 
guard shifts on the Sunday of Gibson Ranch, and 
the Saturday of Tres Pinos.  Rations, as usual, 
will be available at Mar iposa, Gibson Ranch, 
Duncan's Mills, and Fresno.  Phil needs to know 
the count at least two weeks in advanced and 
must have the money in hand shor tly thereafter , 
so please try to keep on top of that.  You can 
send in your  advanced payments to Jer ry Drake 
at any time.  The cost is $10 per  event per  
person.  Also, if you have not renewed your  
NCWA membership, do not wait.  The 
membership secretary will only be available at 
events on a very limited basis, and it's always 
better  to have your  card in hand when you get to 
the event.  And as always, remember to br ing 
your  safety cards.  I f you don't have one, let me 
know as soon as possible and we'll rectify the 
situation.  One last thing – I  know it's rarely all 
that convenient, but please consider  carpooling 
to events if possible.  You guys are great and I  
look forward to seeing you all very soon! 
 
Your  obdt. servt., 
 
Andrew Keehan 
 
 
 
 

2008 Company Awards 
The following awards were given at the holiday 
par ty: 
 
“ Pr ivate Billy Crump”  Award for  achievement 
in foraging 
Joshua Zollo 
 
“ Char les Emerson Winchester”  Award for  High 
Culture 
Jackson Masters 
 
“ J. Jonah Jameson”  Award for  achievement in 
pr int 
Spence Hinkle 
 
“ Corporal Mother  Teresa”  Award for  selfless 
service 
Stephen Senishen 
 
“ Defender  of the Right”  Award for  political 
tenacity 
Russ Bearrows 
 
“ Frank L loyd Wright”  Award for  I r ish 
ingenuity 
Marty Sampson 
 
“ Poser”  Award for  achievement in photographic 
manipulation 
Richard Staley 
 
“ Trader  Vic”  Award for  achievement in straw 
bar tending 
Bobby Westgate 
 
“ Jacques &  Julia”  Awards for  culinary 
achievement 
Tracey Bird and Jack Doyle 
 
“ Salmon P. Chase”  Award for  fiscal acuity 
Jerry Drake 
 
2008 Election Results 
The 2008 ballots were collected and tallied by 
Jerry Drake, with Nelson Snook as a neutral 
observer .  The results are as follows: 
 
First Sergeant – Andrew Keehan 
First Corporal – Stephen Senishen 
Second Corporal – Bob Westgate 
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Gentlemen,  
I 've just completed an update to the website, 
including extensive new photo galler ies and a list 
of tentative event dates for  next year . 

www.fighting69th.org 

Enjoy!  Andrew 

 
 
REENACTING CALENDAR 
(Notice change in Fresno dates) 
 
4/3-4/5: NHOTIC 
Histor ical Clothing 
Workshop, Baker  City, OR 
 
4/4: FOCWA Alcatraz 
L iving History Day, San 
Francisco, CA 
 
4/24-4/26: NCWA Civil 
War  Days, Mar iposa, CA 
4/26 – 4/27: RACW Dog 
Island, Red Bluff, CA 
 
5/1 – 5/3: ACWS Wooden 
Nickel, Riverside, CA 
 
5/15-5/17: NCWA Gibson 
Ranch, Sacramento, CA 
 
5/16 – 5/17: RACW 
Yreka Wilderness, Yreka, 
CA 
 
5/20 -5/25: ACWA 
Roar ing Camp, Event 
Felton, CA 
 
5/29-5/31: Long Beach, 
Long Beach CA 
 
6/12 – 614: ACWS Acton, 
Acton, CA 
 
6/13 – 6/15: CCWR 
Carson City Rendevouz, 
Carson City, NV 
 
6/20 – 6/21: ACWA Casa 
De Fruita, Hollister , CA 
 
7/4: CCWR Grayeagle 
Grayeagle, CA 
 
7/18-7/19: CHAS Civil 
War  Days, Duncan’s 
M ills, CA 

 
8/29 – 8/30: CCWR 
Virginia City Civil War  
Days Virginia City NV 
 
9/4 – 9/6: ACWS Fall Fair  
and Encampment Riley's 
Farm 
 
9/12 – 9/13: ACWA 
Nevada City Nevada City, 
CA 
 
9/18-9/20: NCWA Tres 
Pinos, Tres Pinos, CA 
 
9/19 – 9/20: RACW Dry 
Creek Civil War  Days, 
Clements, CA 
 
9/26: FOCWA Alcatraz 
L iving History Day, San 
Francisco CA 
 
9/26 – 9/27: ACWS Acton, 
Acton, CA 
 
10/2-10/4: NCWA 
Kearny Park, Fresno, CA 
 
10/24 – 10/25: RACW 
Anderson, Anderson, CA 
 
10/30 - 11/1 ACWS Spr ing 
Mountain Ranch Las 
Vegas, NV 
 
 
Abbreviations: 
 
ACWA- Amer ican Civil 
War  Association 
ACWS - Amer ican Civil 
War  Society (So. CA.) 
CCWR- California 
Council of Civil War  
Reenactors 
CCTWR - Comstock Civil 
War  Re-enactors 
CHAS - California 
Histor ical Ar tillery Society 
CWRS – Civil War  
Reenactors Society 
FOCWA- Fr iends of Civil 
War  Alcatraz 
NHOTIC: National 
Histor ic Oregon Trail 
Interpretive Center  
RACW- Reenactors of TheCivil War  
__._,_.___ 
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Thanks to the NYISRS and the Drakes for  a 
ter r ific St. Patr ick’s Day Par ty, March 14, 2009. 
 
A picture is wor th a thousand words. 
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