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First Sergeant's Desk 
 
I r ish & c., 
 
I  am happily looking forward to seeing you all at 
Fresno.  I t has been a strange year , but I  think 
this will be a nice cap to our  reenactment season.  
For  anyone that went to Tres Pinos, I  hope you 
enjoyed yourself, and you will have to fill in the 
rest of us.   I  want to apologize again for  the last 
minute schedule change of Tres Pinos.  I  spoke to 
many of you personally and you should have also 
received a call from your  NCO.  This was an 
unfor tunate change made at the request of the 
San Benito County Histor ical Park so they could 
have us the same weekend as the traveling 
Hunley exhibit.  I t makes per fect sense, unless 
you take into account what it takes to get us 
to events.  Unfor tunately, I  understand the park 
is being transformed in such a way as to make it 
unusable for  us in the future.  So, if you've got 
any potential new sites in mind, let someone 
know.   
 
The only news I  have is about a change in the 
schedule for  Saturday at Fresno.  (And you 
thought nothing ever  changes at Fresno.)  At the 
behest of the Fresno Histor ical Society, 
Saturday's first battle will be at 11:30.  That is 
about 90 minutes ear lier  than usual, and it will 
accelerate the morning’s activities a bit.  This 
should not be a major  issue for  us, and I 'm sure 
we will weather  it with our  usual excellent 
depor tment (and just a few expletives and sur ly 
faces).  Our  annual unit image will be struck at 
8:30 on Sunday morning, as usual.  The theme 
has not yet been set in stone, but I  assure you it    

 
 
will be something fun!  You will need to have 
had your  ration money into Mr. Drake by the 
3rd, so I  hope you have taken care of that.  We 
will be in 1st Battalion and should be camping in 
essentially the same place as usual (some things 
never  change).  This promises to be a great 
event, with good turnout expected among several 
clubs, so let's be one of them.  Again I  hope to see 
you all at Fresno and I  hope you are all well. 
 
Your  obt. svt., 
Andrew Keehan 
 

 
         69TH NYSV 

 
Good morning lads, 
 
Just a reminder  that Fresno will be on us more 
quickly than you think.  I f you want to take par t 
in the union br igade ration issue and you haven't 
sent in your  funds yet, remember that I  need to 
have them “ in my hands”  (not " in the mail" ) by 
the end of the day, Fr iday, October  3. The pr ice 
is, as normal, $10 per  person for  the event.  Send 
a check made out to  
 
" 69 NYSV"  to me at 
5305 Crestfield Court 
Castro Valley, CA 94552-5538 
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Several people have already paid.  I f you are not 
cer tain whether  you did or  not, feel free to 
contact me directly (j rdrake@hotmail.com) for  
confirmation. 
 
Jerry Drake, Treasurer , 69th NYSV 
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NYISRS CORNED BEEF AND 
CABBAGE DINNER 
SATURDAY NIGHT AT FRESNO 
 
The New York I r ish Soldier ’s Relief 
Society is hosting a corned beef and 
cabbage dinner  on Saturday night dur ing 
the Fresno reenactment.  The pr ice is $10 
per  person and all soldiers and civilians 
belonging to this unit are welcome.  
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2008 WEST COAST 
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS: 
 
 
10/11 – 10/12: CCWR 
Gardnerville, Gardnerville, 
NV 
 
10/17 – 10/19: NCWA 
Kearny Park, Fresno, CA 
 
10/19: FTHA For t Tejon 
Invitational, For t Tejon, CA 
 
10/31 – 11/2: ACWS Spr ing 
Mountain Ranch, Las Vegas, 
NV 
 
11/8-11/9: Moorpark, 
Moorpark, CA 
 
11/15 – 11/16: ACWS 
Amer ican Her itage Festival, 
Queen's Creek, AZ 
 
1/17/09: NCWA Silver  
Anniversary Ball, Or inda, 
CA 
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69TH MYSTERY INTERVIEW 
By Tracey Bird 
 
Q: How did you get into reenacting? 
A: I 've always had an interest in the Civil War  
and after  going to a local reenactment I  thought 
it would be fun.   
 
Q: Who is your  favor ite, most admired, civil war                   
" figure"  and why?   
A: Jeb Stuar t. 
 
Q: I f you could go back in time to any moment 
or  event dur ing the course of the war (and be a 
fly on the wall so to speak), when &  where would 
you go and why? 
A: The surrender  at Appomattox. 
 
Q: What is your  favor ite par t of reenacting? 
A: Camp just before dawn, as soldiers begin to 
r ise...... 
 
Q: Who is your  favor ite Civil War histor ian 
and/or  author? 
A:  Burke Davis and Bruce Catton. 
 
Q: What is your  favor ite Civil War movie or  
documentary? 
A: Glory and Ken Burns, The Civil War. 
 
Fun Facts 
 
Q: What is your  favor ite color? 
A: forest green 
 
Q: Favor ite T.V. Show? 
A: The Andy Gr iffith Show (black &  white only).  
 
Q: What is your  all time favor ite movie? 
A:  Ben Hur and The Good, the Bad, and The 
Ugly. 
 
Q: Who is your  favor ite actor? 
A:  Val Kilmer and Cary Grant. 
 
Q: Actress? 
A:  Meryl Streep. 
 
Q: Favor ite musical ar tist or  group? 
A: Tom Petty and any bluegrass or  old time 
music. 

Q: Favor ite Food(s)? 
A: Spaghetti and Meatballs, a good pot roast and 
mashed potatoes. 
 
Q: What would your  dream job be, if you could 
do anything and get paid for  it? 
A: A secret agent man. 
 
Qu’est-ce que c’est?  Est-ce que c’est possible 
M. Oiseau? 
 

 
 
Book Review 
 
I  belong to a history and political science book 
club made up of colleagues that I  taught with in 
the Santa Clara Unified School Distr ict.  Our  
most recent book, Descent Into Chaos, The 
United States and the Failure of Nation Building 
in Pakistan, Afghanistan, and Central Asia by 
Ahmed Rashid, reviewed below, gave me insight 
not achieved by reading the daily newspaper.  I  
highly recommend it! 
 
Spence Hinkle 
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August 10, 2008 
War in Progress  
Book Review by Raymond Bonner 
 
DESCENT INTO CHAOS  
The United States and the Failure of Nation 
Building in Pakistan, Afghanistan, and Central 
Asia.  
 
By Ahmed Rashid.  
484pp. Viking. $27.95.  
 
When Bill Clinton br iefed President-elect 
George Bush at the White House in December 
2000, he enumerated six major  secur ity threats 
facing the United States. Three were: Al Qaeda, 
nuclear  tensions between Pakistan and India, 
and Pakistan’s links to the Taliban and Al 
Qaeda.  
 
In his appropr iately titled “ Descent Into Chaos,”  
Ahmed Rashid says the Clinton administration 
bears some responsibility for  where we find 
ourselves today in South and Central Asia. I t 
had blown “ hot and cold when it came to 
Afghanistan and chasing Al Qaeda,”  had “ no 
coherent strategy for  undermining the Taliban 
regime”  and had tilted strongly toward India 
over  Pakistan. C.I .A. officers had made only a 
handful of tr ips to Afghanistan dur ing the 
Clinton years, according to Rashid, and no one 
in the agency spoke Pashto, the language of the 
Pashtuns, the country’s largest ethnic group. 
But the real target of Rashid’s blister ing cr itique 
is the Bush administration, and par ticular ly 
Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld. 
Rumsfeld insisted on br inging Afghanistan’s 
notor ious war lords into the government. He 
blocked a “ Marshall Plan”  for  Afghanistan. He 
opposed expanding the multinational 
International Secur ity Assistance Force to work 
beyond Kabul because, he claimed, Europeans 
did not want to. “ A lie,”  says Rashid, a journalist 
who has also been a participant in some of the 
events he wr ites about. And the litany goes on 
throughout this timely book. 
 
Pakistan, Rashid explains, suppor ted the Taliban 
when they were in power, in order  to keep 
Afghanistan in Pakistan’s corner  against India. 
Since 9/11, the country’s spy agency, the Inter-

Services Intelligence directorate, better  known as 
I .S.I ., has been duplicitous, at best. I t continues 
to provide sanctuary and military suppor t for  
the Taliban, even to this day, while arresting 
some Arabs among their  fighters to appease 
Washington.  
 
Rashid’s indictment of the Bush administration, 
and his scathing cr iticism of Gen. Pervez 
Musharraf, are persuasive. But in making his 
case, he sometimes reaches too far . He says, for  
instance, that the White House sought the 
extradition of Ahmed Omar Sheikh, the 
convicted murderer  of the Wall Street Journal 
repor ter  Daniel Pear l. “ Pakistan refused,”  
Rashid wr ites, disapprovingly.  
 
The United States did in fact make a request for  
his extradition, but it was largely pro forma, I  
was told later  by a senior  Amer ican official who 
had been involved in the negotiations. The Bush 
administration wanted Sheikh tr ied in Pakistan, 
the official said, so that he would not have the 
legal r ights he would enjoy in the United States, 
and so that he could more easily be sentenced to 
death if convicted. (He was indeed tr ied and 
sentenced to death, though the sentence has not 
yet been carr ied out.) 
 
Rashid’s ear lier  book, “ Taliban”  (2000), was an 
invaluable introduction to a group that most 
Amer icans were only vaguely aware of before 
9/11. “ Descent Into Chaos”  does not measure up. 
I t is a well-wr itten, encyclopedic history of 
Pakistan and Afghanistan, but it is much too 
long; any impact the book might have is diluted 
by an avalanche of details and names — and 
that’s a pity since the public needs to know more 
about Pakistan and Afghanistan. 
 
John McCain and Barack Obama have both said 
they will send more troops to Afghanistan. Their  
agreement on this issue makes a real debate 
unlikely. Yet, if there is one thing we should have 
learned from I raq, it is that we should have a 
ser ious debate before we go to war or , in this 
case, expand a war. Rashid suppor ts a greater  
military commitment, as well as more money for  
development. The Taliban resurgency could 
have been avoided with more troops for  secur ity 
and with more money, better  spent, for  nation 
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building, Rashid argues. But maybe the United 
States is just not capable of nation building. I t is 
cer tainly hard to find a success since Germany 
and Japan. This book is likely to leave many 
readers with the feeling, “ Whoa, do we want to 
send more Amer icans to fight and die there?”  
Try this for  a sober ing thought. According to 
Rashid, “ Afghanistan is not going to be able to 
pay for  its own army for  many years to come — 
perhaps never .”  The country remains in the gr ip 
of war lords and drug traffickers. Rashid 
generally admires President Hamid Karzai of 
Afghanistan, whom he calls “ my fr iend.”  
Ultimately, however , he acknowledges that 
Karzai has been unwilling to take on the drug 
traffickers. Many were “ his political allies or  
close fr iends,”  and, Rashid wr ites, Karzai’s 
brother  Wali was said to be mixed up with the 
drug lords.  
 
The problems in Pakistan may be worse. The 
country suffers from an “ identity cr isis,”  Rashid 
says, and has removed from its schoolbooks 
references to the tolerance and secular ism 
preached by its revered founder, Muhammad Ali 
Jinnah. Pakistan’s elite have shown little concern 
for  the poor . “ Sixty years after  independence, 
Pakistan’s literacy rate is an appalling 54 
percent, with female literacy at less than 30 
percent,”  Rashid notes. Indentured labor  is still 
pervasive; I  personally saw women and children 
making br icks in the blazing sun for  a few 
dollars a day. 
 
The current political situation is unstable. The 
Bush administration considered Musharraf, who 
took power in a bloodless coup in 1999, 
indispensable, and so did not push for  
democratic reforms, Rashid observes. But given 
the record of civilian governments in Pakistan, 
might this have been a reasonable conclusion? 
For  most of the decade before Musharraf, 
Benazir  Bhutto and Nawaz Shar if were the 
pr ime ministers. Their  governments were 
marked by enormous corruption (Bhutto’s more 
so than Shar if’s) and ineffectiveness. Today, the 
most powerful civilian leaders in the country are 
Bhutto’s husband, Asif Ali Zardar i, and Shar if, 
whom Rashid descr ibes as “ r ight-wing, anti-
Amer ican and close to the Islamic par ties.”   

Clear ly, we need to have a debate about 
Amer ica’s strategic interests in the region. We 
want to keep Afghanistan and Pakistan from 
becoming havens for  ter ror ist groups, and that 
may require limited military assistance. But as 
Rashid suggests, the next administration will 
have to make a major  diplomatic effor t as well.  
One of the most valuable contr ibutions of 
“ Descent Into Chaos”  is its discussion of 
Kashmir , the region that has been in dispute 
between India and Pakistan since independence 
in 1947. I t is the linchpin of the tense relations 
between Pakistan and India, and Pakistan, as 
Rashid explains, basically views its Afghan 
policy through the pr ism of India. I t seems 
evident that the United States will have to 
become more involved in achieving a settlement 
in Kashmir , perhaps through a special envoy like 
Chr istopher  Hill, who, with patience and 
persistence, has achieved breakthroughs in 
negotiations with Nor th Korea. 
 
“ Descent Into Chaos”  can help the next 
administration understand the mistakes of the 
past, but it will have to do more than that to 
achieve stability in the future. For  example, a 
President McCain or  President Obama should 
consider  negotiating with the Taliban, as 
repugnant as that sounds. Rashid notes that 
there are moderates among them who want no 
truck with Al Qaeda. Similar ly, the next 
secretary of state should consider  something 
equally radical: rotating the ranking diplomats 
among Afghanistan, Pakistan and India, with, 
say, two years in each capital. This will help 
ward off “ clientitis,”  an occupational disease that 
weakens the effectiveness of too many 
ambassadors.  
 
Such bold, imaginative initiatives will be 
necessary, whoever  becomes president. 
Otherwise, four  or  eight years from now, an 
outgoing McCain or  Obama administration will 
probably be deliver ing the same br iefing that 
Clinton gave Bush in 2000. 
 
Raymond Bonner is a New York Times 
correspondent living in London. 
 
 


