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First Sergeant's Desk

Irish &c.,

| am happily looking forward to seeing you all at
Fresno. It hasbeen a strangeyear, but | think
thiswill be a nice cap to our reenactment season.
For anyonethat went to Tres Pinos, | hope you
enjoyed yoursdlf, and you will havetofill in the
rest of us. | want to apologize again for the last
minute schedule change of TresPinos. | spoketo
many of you personally and you should have also
received a call from your NCO. Thiswasan
unfortunate change made at therequest of the
San Benito County Historical Park so they could
have usthe same weekend asthetraveling
Hunley exhibit. It makes perfect sense, unless
you takeinto account what it takesto get us

to events. Unfortunately, | understand the park
isbeing transformed in such a way asto makeit
unusablefor usin thefuture. So, if you've got
any potential new sitesin mind, let someone
know.

Theonly news| haveisabout a changein the
schedulefor Saturday at Fresno. (And you
thought nothing ever changesat Fresno.) At the
behest of the Fresno Historical Society,
Saturday'sfirst battlewill beat 11:30. That is
about 90 minutes earlier than usual, and it will
accelerate the morning’s activitiesa bit. This
should not beamajor issuefor us, and I'm sure
we will weather it with our usual excellent
deportment (and just a few expletivesand surly
faces). Our annual unit image will be struck at
8:30 on Sunday morning, asusual. Thetheme
has not yet been set in stone, but | assureyou it
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will be something fun! You will need to have
had your ration money into Mr. Drake by the
3rd, so| hopeyou havetaken careof that. We
will bein 1st Battalion and should be camping in
essentially the same place as usual (some things
never change). Thispromisesto beagreat

event, with good turnout expected among sever al
clubs, so let's be one of them. Again | hopeto see
you all at Fresno and | hopeyou are all well.

Your obt. svt.,
Andrew Keehan

69™ NYSV
Good morning lads,

Just areminder that Fresno will beon usmore
quickly than you think. If you want to take part
in theunion brigaderation issue and you haven't
sent in your fundsyet, remember that | need to
have them “in my hands’ (not "in the mail") by
the end of the day, Friday, October 3. The price
is, asnormal, $10 per person for the event. Send
a check made out to

"6ONYSV" tomeat
5305 Crestfield Court
Castro Valley, CA 94552-5538



Several people have already paid. If you are not
certain whether you did or not, fedl freeto
contact medirectly (jrdrake@hotmail.com) for
confirmation.

Jerry Drake, Treasurer, 69" NY SV

NYISRS CORNED BEEF AND
CABBAGE DINNER
SATURDAY NIGHT AT FRESNO

The New York Irish Soldier’s Relief
Society is hosting a corned beef and
cabbage dinner on Saturday night during
the Fresno reenactment. Thepriceis$10
per person and all soldiersand civilians
belonging to this unit are welcome.

2008 WEST COAST

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS:

10/11 - 10/12: CCWR
Gardnerville, Gardnerville,
NV

10/17 — 10/19: NCWA
Kearny Park, Fresno, CA

10/19: FTHA Fort Tgjon
Invitational, Fort Tgon, CA

10/31-11/2: ACWS Spring
Mountain Ranch, Las Vegas,
NV

11/8-11/9: Moor park,
Moorpark, CA

11/15-11/16: ACWS
American Heritage Festival,
Queen'sCreek, AZ

1/17/09: NCWA Silver
Anniversary Ball, Orinda,
CA




69"" MYSTERY INTERVIEW
By Tracey Bird

Q: How did you get into reenacting?

A: I'vealways had an interest in the Civil War
and after goingto alocal reenactment | thought
it would befun.

Q: Whoisyour favorite, most admired, civil war
"figure" and why?
A: Jeb Stuart.

Q: If you could go back in time to any moment
or event during the course of thewar (and bea
fly on thewall so to speak), when & where would
you go and why?

A: Thesurrender at Appomattox.

Q: What isyour favorite part of reenacting?

A: Camp just before dawn, as soldiers begin to

Q: Whoisyour favorite Civil War historian
and/or author?
A: BurkeDavis and Bruce Catton.

Q: What isyour favorite Civil War movie or
documentary?
A: Glory and Ken Burns, The Civil War.

Fun Facts

Q: What isyour favorite color?
A: forest green

Q: Favorite T.V. Show?

A: The Andy Griffith Show (black & white only).

Q: What isyour all time favorite movie?
A: Ben Hur and The Good, the Bad, and The

Ugly.

Q: Whoisyour favorite actor?
A: Val Kilmer and Cary Grant.

Q: Actress?
A: Meryl Streep.

Q: Favoritemusical artist or group?
A: Tom Petty and any bluegrass or old time
music.

Q: Favorite Food(s)?
A: Spaghetti and M eatballs, a good pot roast and
mashed potatoes.

Q: What would your dream job be, if you could
do anything and get paid for it?
A: A secret agent man.

Qu’est-cequec’est? Est-cequec est possible
M. Oiseau?

Book Review

| belong to a history and political science book
club made up of colleaguesthat | taught with in
the Santa Clara Unified School District. Our
most recent book, Descent I nto Chaos, The
United States and the Failure of Nation Building
in Pakistan, Afghanistan, and Central Asia by
Ahmed Rashid, reviewed below, gave meinsight
not achieved by reading the daily newspaper. |
highly recommend it!

Spence Hinkle
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War in Progress
Book Review by Raymond Bonner

DESCENT INTO CHAQOS

The United States and the Failure of Nation
Building in Pakistan, Afghanistan, and Central
Asia.

By Ahmed Rashid.
484pp. Viking. $27.95.

When Bill Clinton briefed President-elect
George Bush at the White House in December
2000, he enumerated six major security threats
facing the United States. Threewere: Al Qaeda,
nuclear tensions between Pakistan and India,
and Pakistan’slinksto the Taliban and Al
Qaeda.

In hisappropriately titled “ Descent Into Chaos,”
Ahmed Rashid saysthe Clinton administration
bear s some responsibility for where we find
ourselvestoday in South and Central Asia. It
had blown “hot and cold when it cameto
Afghanistan and chasing Al Qaeda,” had “no
coherent strategy for undermining the Taliban
regime’ and had tilted strongly toward India
over Pakistan. C.I.A. officershad madeonly a
handful of tripsto Afghanistan during the
Clinton years, according to Rashid, and no one
in the agency spoke Pashto, the language of the
Pashtuns, the country’s largest ethnic group.
But thereal target of Rashid’sblistering critique
isthe Bush administration, and particularly
Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld.
Rumsfeld insisted on bringing Afghanistan’s
notorious warlordsinto the government. He
blocked a“Marshall Plan” for Afghanistan. He
opposed expanding the multinational

I nternational Security Assistance Forceto work
beyond Kabul because, he claimed, Europeans
did not want to. “ A lie,” says Rashid, ajournalist
who has also been a participant in some of the
events hewrites about. And thelitany goes on
throughout thistimely book.

Pakistan, Rashid explains, supported the Taliban
when they werein power, in order to keep
Afghanistan in Pakistan’s corner against India.
Since 9/11, the country’s spy agency, the I nter-

Services Intelligence director ate, better known as
|.S.I., has been duplicitous, at best. It continues
to provide sanctuary and military support for
the Taliban, even to thisday, whilearresting
some Arabs among their fightersto appease
Washington.

Rashid’sindictment of the Bush administration,
and his scathing criticism of Gen. Pervez
Musharraf, are persuasive. But in making his
case, he sometimesreachestoo far. He says, for
instance, that the White House sought the
extradition of Ahmed Omar_Sheikh, the
convicted murderer of the Wall Street Journal
reporter Daniel Pearl. “ Pakistan refused,”
Rashid writes, disapprovingly.

The United Statesdid in fact make a request for
hisextradition, but it was largely pro forma, |
wastold later by a senior American official who
had been involved in the negotiations. The Bush
administration wanted Sheikh tried in Pakistan,
the official said, so that hewould not havethe
legal rights hewould enjoy in the United States,
and so that he could more easily be sentenced to
death if convicted. (Hewasindeed tried and
sentenced to death, though the sentence has not
yet been carried out.)

Rashid’searlier book, “Taliban” (2000), was an
invaluable introduction to a group that most
Americans wer e only vaguely awar e of before
9/11. “ Descent Into Chaos’” does not measur e up.
It isa well-written, encyclopedic history of
Pakistan and Afghanistan, but it is much too
long; any impact the book might have isdiluted
by an avalanche of details and names — and
that’s a pity since the public needsto know more
about Pakistan and Afghanistan.

John McCain and Barack Obama have both said
they will send moretroopsto Afghanistan. Their
agreement on thisissue makesareal debate
unlikely. Yet, if thereisonething we should have
learned from Iraq, it isthat we should have a
serious debate beforewe go towar or, in this
case, expand a war. Rashid supportsa greater
military commitment, aswell as more money for
development. The Taliban resurgency could
have been avoided with moretroopsfor security
and with more money, better spent, for nation




building, Rashid argues. But maybe the United
Statesisjust not capable of nation building. It is
certainly hard to find a success since Ger many
and Japan. Thisbook islikely to leave many
readerswith thefeeling, “Whoa, do we want to
send more Americansto fight and die there?”
Try thisfor a sobering thought. According to
Rashid, “ Afghanistan isnot going to be ableto
pay for itsown army for many yearsto come —
perhaps never.” Thecountry remainsin thegrip
of warlordsand drug traffickers. Rashid
generally admires President Hamid Kar zai of
Afghanistan, whom he calls“my friend.”
Ultimately, however, he acknowledges that
Karzai has been unwilling to take on thedrug
traffickers. Many were“his political allies or
closefriends,” and, Rashid writes, Karzai's
brother Wali was said to be mixed up with the
druglords.

The problemsin Pakistan may beworse. The
country suffersfrom an “identity crisis,” Rashid
says, and hasremoved from its schoolbooks
referencesto the tolerance and secularism
preached by itsrevered founder, Muhammad Ali
Jinnah. Pakistan’s elite have shown little concern
for the poor. “ Sixty years after independence,
Pakistan’sliteracy rateisan appalling 54
percent, with female literacy at lessthan 30
percent,” Rashid notes. Indentured labor is still
pervasive; | personally saw women and children
making bricksin the blazing sun for a few
dollarsaday.

The current political situation isunstable. The
Bush administration considered M usharraf, who
took power in a bloodless coup in 1999,
indispensable, and so did not push for

demaocr atic reforms, Rashid observes. But given
therecord of civilian governmentsin Pakistan,
might this have been a reasonable conclusion?
For most of the decade before Musharr af,
Benazir Bhutto and Nawaz Sharif werethe
prime ministers. Their governmentswere

mar ked by enormous corruption (Bhutto’'smore
so than Sharif’s) and ineffectiveness. Today, the
most powerful civilian leadersin the country are
Bhutto'shusband, Asif Ali Zardari, and Sharif,
whom Rashid describes as “right-wing, anti-
American and closeto thelslamic parties.”

Clearly, we need to have a debate about
America’ sstrategicinterestsin theregion. We
want to keep Afghanistan and Pakistan from
becoming havensfor terrorist groups, and that
may require limited military assistance. But as
Rashid suggests, the next administration will
have to make a major diplomatic effort aswell.
One of the most valuable contributions of
“Descent Into Chaos” isitsdiscussion of
Kashmir, theregion that hasbeen in dispute
between India and Pakistan since independence
in 1947. 1t isthelinchpin of thetenserelations
between Pakistan and India, and Pakistan, as
Rashid explains, basically viewsits Afghan
policy through the prism of India. It seems
evident that the United Stateswill haveto
become moreinvolved in achieving a settlement
in Kashmir, perhapsthrough a special envoy like
Christopher Hill, who, with patience and
persistence, has achieved breakthroughsin
negotiations with North Korea.

“Descent Into Chaos’ can help the next
administration under stand the mistakes of the
past, but it will haveto do morethan that to
achieve stability in the future. For example, a
President McCain or President Obama should
consider negotiating with the Taliban, as
repugnant asthat sounds. Rashid notesthat
there are moder ates among them who want no
truck with Al Qaeda. Similarly, the next
secretary of state should consider something
equally radical: rotating the ranking diplomats
among Afghanistan, Pakistan and India, with,
say, two yearsin each capital. Thiswill help
ward off “clientitis,” an occupational disease that
weakens the effectiveness of too many
ambassadors.

Such bold, imaginative initiatives will be
necessary, whoever becomes president.
Otherwise, four or eight yearsfrom now, an
outgoing McCain or Obama administration will
probably be delivering the same briefing that
Clinton gave Bush in 2000.

Raymond Bonner isa New York Times
correspondent living in London.



